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Surveillance of zoonotic pathogens carried by animals in pet shops and petting zoos in Tokyo (April 2023—March 2025)

Ayana OKAMOTO?, Hidemi KASAT?, Kai KOBAYASHIP, Hiroaki KUBOTA®,
Rie MURATAP, Yukihiro KODOP, Satomi UEHARA®, Yumi TAKAHASHI®, and Kotono WADAP

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government has been conducting surveillance of zoonotic pathogens among animals kept in pet shops and
petting zoos, in accordance with implementation guidelines for the prevention of zoonotic diseases. Between April 2023 and March 2025,
samples were collected from animals in pet shops—92 dogs (92 fecal and 92 hair coat specimens) and 66 cats (65 fecal and 66 hair coat
specimens)—and from animals in petting zoos—11 goats (11 fecal specimens) and 3 sheep (3 fecal specimens). In pet shop animals, the
following pathogens were detected pathogenic Escherichia coli from 19 dog and 1 cat fecal specimens, Giardia intestinalis from 30 dog
and 9 cat fecal specimens, Strongyloides stercoralis from 2 dog fecal specimens, and dermatophytes from 11 dog and 8 cat hair coat
specimens. In petting zoo animals, pathogenic E. coli was isolated from 4 goat and 2 sheep fecal specimens. These findings suggest that
animals in pet shops and petting zoos may carry zoonotic pathogens. It is essential for the Tokyo Metropolitan Government to continue
guiding facility managers on the importance of establishing effective quarantine systems and maintaining proper hygiene practices to

prevent cross-infection. Additionally, raising public awareness about the risks associated with zoonotic diseases remains crucial.

Keywords: zoonotic disease, animal handling business, pet shop, petting zoo, pathogenic Escherichia coli, Giardia intestinalis,

Strongyloides stercoralis, dermatophyte
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