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Example of Detection of 4-Aminocarminic Acid in Imported Marshmallows Using Cochineal Extract

Ayumu YOSHIDA?, Mari MORIKAWA?, Chigusa KOBAYASHI?, Takahiro SASAKI?, Yukiko YAMAJIMA? and Kenji OTSUKA?

An unknown reddish-purple dye different from cochineal extract was detected by TLC from marshmallows (pink) made in the USA
labeled with cochineal extract collected for inspection in 2022. Based on previous cases, we hypothesized that the unknown dye was 4-
aminocarminic acid (acid-stable carmine) and analyzed it using HPLC and LC-MS according to the notification method. We then
established an inspection system and confirmed that the dye was 4-aminocarminic acid. This is the first time that 4-aminocarminic acid
has been detected in our institute. In recent years, 4-aminocarminic acid has been reportedly detected both in Japan and foreign
countries, and thereby, accumulation of the latest information and examples and utilization of this information in a routine inspection
are warranted. Additionally, to analyze 4-aminocarminic acid with high selectivity and sensitivity, we also examined and optimized the

LC-MS/MS conditions, strengthening our system to handle new items.

Keywords: 4-aminocarminic acid, acid-stable carmine, cochineal extract, carminic acid, coloring agent, TLC, HPLC, LC-MS/MS,

food additives
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