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Bacteriological Survey of Meat Distributed in Tokyo (April 2021-March 2023)

Hanako MITSUHASHI?, Hiromi OBATA?, Yukari NISHINO?, Rie FUKUI?, Megumi ICHIKAWA?,
Kaeko YAMAZAKI?, Sumiyo KURODA?,
Keiko YOKOYAMA?, Hirofumi MIYAKE?, and Kenji SADAMASU?

Bacteriological examinations were conducted on domestically produced and imported meat distributed in Tokyo from April 2021 to
March 2023. The test items were viable bacterial counts, coliforms, Staphylococcus aureus, and Clostridium perfringens as hygienic
indicator bacteria and enterohemorrhagic Escherichia coli, Salmonella, Listeria monocytogenes,
Yersinia enterocolitica/pseudotuberculosis, and Campylobacter jejuni/coli as bacteria causing food poisoning. A total of 453 samples
were examined. Results showed that enterohemorrhagic E. coli was detected in 1.1%, Salmonella in 11.0%, L. monocytogenes in
15.0%, Y. enterocoliticalpseudotuberculosis in 0.7%, and C. jejuni/coli in 13.0% of the food poisoning-causing bacteria.
Enterohemorrhagic E. coli was detected in imported lamb and kangaroo meat as well as domestic beef. Salmonella and C. jejuni/coli
were highly positive in domestic chicken meat, and L. monocytogenes was highly positive in imported chicken meat. In addition,
Y. enterocoliticalpseudotuberculosis was detected in domestic pork and beef.

As meat for cooking is contaminated with various food poisoning-causing bacteria, appropriate hygiene management at each

processing stage should be implemented, and cooks and consumers should be educated about under-heating.

Keywords: meat, viable bacterial count, coliforms, Staphylococcus aureus, Clostridium perfringens, Enterohemorrhagic
Escherichia coli, Salmonella, Listeria monocytogenes, Yersinia enterocolitica | pseudotuberculosis, Campylobacter

Jejuni / coli
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