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Role of the Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health in health crises involving the field of microbiology
Kenji SADAMASU?

Previous health crises involving the microbiological field in Tokyo include outbreaks of severe acute respiratory
syndrome (SARS), novel influenza (influenza AHIN1pdm09), Middle East Respiratory Syndrome, dengue fever,
Hepatitis A, and, after 2020, coronavirus diseases 2019 (COVID-19). The Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public
Health (TMIPH), as a public health institute in Tokyo, has served as the main nucleic acid testing center involved in
the management of each health crisis. In particular, the total number of nucleic acid amplification tests performed
at our laboratory per day was most needed to initially respond to COVID-19. During the COVID-19 pandemic,
screening and monitoring tests for SARS-CoV-2 variants using next-generation sequencing were conducted, and
specialized information was made available on the website of the TMIPH. With the various health crisis outbreaks
expected in the future, the response to COVID-19 will become the default of our work, and we must steadily fulfill
the mission assigned to us more than works to COVID-19. Unlike 10 years ago, confronting future health crises
through simple standard operating procedures alone is probably no longer feasible. In 2023, public health institutes
across Japan have been legalized and will continue to play an increasingly important role in future microbiological
health crises. Times may change and laboratory staff may be replaced, but we must continue to move forward
without fear of failure. In this paper, I will list the various achievements of the TMIPH, mainly as countermeasures

to COVID-19.
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