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External Quality Control Program for the Analysis of Drinking Water Conducted from April 2021 to March 2022

Takako YAMAZAKI?, Yuki KOSUGI?, Kimiyo WATANABE?, Shou KURITA?, Teruaki KINOSHITA?, Jun’ichi NAKAJIMA?,
and Akiko INOMATA?

Since 2003, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government has been conducting an external quality control program to evaluate and improve the
analytical performance of laboratories that examine drinking water. In 2021, “Sodium and compounds” and “Organic substances (Total
Organic Carbon)” were selected as the targets for quality control and were evaluated in 35 and 39 laboratories, respectively. All
laboratories met the evaluation standard for “Sodium and compounds.” However, one laboratory failed to meet the standard for “Organic
substances (Total Organic Carbon)” due to inappropriate preparation of the standard solution for making the calibration curve. We
compared standard operating procedures (SOPs) of all the laboratories with the requirements suggested by the Ministry of Health, Labor
and Welfare. It was found that some laboratories used SOPs that differed from the official method and therefore needed to modify their
SOPs to meet the official requirements.

Keywords: external quality control program, drinking water, sodium and compounds, organic substances (total organic carbon), official
method



