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Case Studies of Food Complaints in Tokyo (April 2021-March 2022)

Tomoya TANAKA?, Kenji IIDA?, Kimiko KAN?, and Yuki SADAMASU?

This report describes 4 of 9 food complaint cases that were filled between April 2021 and March 2022. Case 1: a hard
substance in a cream croquette with scallop. Based on macroscopic and microscopic observations, and X-ray fluorescence
analysis, we concluded that the hard substance was a pearl. Case 2: paper-like materials adhering to a cream puff with pie dough.
Macroscopic and microscopic analysis revealed that the tested materials were pieces of paper present near the manufacturing site.
Case 3: a hard material mixed with a rice gratin. Based on macroscopic and microscopic observations, and identification of
species by DNA sequencing, we assumed that the hard material was part of a pumpkin rind. Case 4: a black substance adhering to
a steamed pork bun. Macroscopic and microscopic observations revealed that the black substance was murine feces.

Keywords: food complaints, foreign matter, pearl, pieces of paper, pumpkin, murine feces, X-ray fluorescence analysis,
identification of species
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