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Analytical Results of Formaldehyde in Controlled Household Products in Tokyo
(April 2015-March 2021)

Miki SATOH?, Hiroko SHIODA?, Tkuo SUZUKI®, Hiroyuki KOMINE?, Ryota INABA? Masao YOSHIDA?, Jin SUZUKI?,
Toshinari SUZUKI?, Akiko INOMATA®? and Takako MORIYASU?

Every year, a survey of harmful substances in household products based on the “Act on Control of Household Products Containing
Harmful Substances” is conducted at prefectural and municipal public health institutes in Japan. In Tokyo, from the perspective of
health hazard prevention, a preliminary investigation of unregulated products is conducted annually for the control of household
products containing harmful substances.

A survey for the presence of formaldehyde in household products bought at stores in Tokyo or via mail order from April 2015 to
March 2021 noted that no sample was illegal. There were 21 samples in which formaldehyde was detected at a level below the criteria.
The number of detections/samples (range of detected concentration) in textile products for infants under 2 years old, textile products for
infants over 2 years old and adults, and adhesive for wigs, artificial eyelashes, false moustaches (beard), and suspending socks was
8/433 (3—6 ng/g), 12/446 (7-71 pg/g), and 1/22 (25 pg/g), respectively. In the preliminary investigation, formaldehyde was detected at
26 and 73 pg/g in two baby carriers. Because various unregulated textile products are sold, preliminary investigations are necessary to

identify the true state of their distribution, which can contain harmful substances.

Keywords: Act on control of household products containing harmful substances, formaldehyde, household products, textile products,

adhesives
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