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The Role of Laboratory Diagnosis and Infectious Disease Surveillance Center of the
Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health during the new Coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
Pandemic from January-May 2020
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The infectious disease Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by the new coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) spread mainly in
Wuhan City of China from the end of 2019. The first case in Japan was confirmed in the middle of January the following year.The
first case in Tokyo was reported on January 24, and the first positive case at our laboratory was reported on January 25. Shortly
afterwards, the spread of this infectious disease reached pandemic levels which resulted in the placing ofand urban blockades in
major cities of most countries . In Japan, cluster surveillance has been conducted since the beginning of the epidemic as a method to
prevent the spread of SARS-CoV-2 infection. However, the number of infected people increased sharply starting from the end of
March, which caused the government to issue an emergency declaration by early April. In this paper, we report the role of our

laboratory, which analyzed 17608 samples from the end of January 2020 to the end of May 2020.

Keywords: Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), PCR test, pandemic, patient cluster

2 Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health,

3-24-1, Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169-0073, Japan
®  Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health, at the time when this work was carried out
¢ Tokyo Shibaura Meat Sanitary Inspection Station

2-7-19 Konan, Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-0075, Japan





