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The Role of Laboratory Diagnosis and Infectious Disease Surveillance Center of the
Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health during the new Coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
Pandemic from January—May 2020
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Yu YAOITA?, Takako YAMAZAKI?, Tsukasa ARTYOSHI?, Megumi ANNAKA?, Yumi UCHITANI?, Koudai KOUDO?,
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Makiko KOBAYASHI?, Dai SAIKI?, Yukako SHIMOJIMA?, Jun SUZUKI?, Yukari NISHINO?, Kou MURAKAMI?,
Kana MORITAY, Shohei YOSHIMARU?, Kana KIMOTO?, Tetsuya SHINDO?, Ayano HOTTA?, Chigusa KOBAYASHTI?,
Kenji OHTSUKA?, Souichi YOSHIKAWA?, Takeo SASAMOTO?, Ryota INABA?, Hiroyuki KOMINE?, Yuki SAEKI?,
Miho SAKAMOTO?, Hiroko SHIOTA?, Atsuko SUZUKI?, Toshinari SUZUKI?, Yasuhiro TAKAKU?, Daisuke TERAOKA?,
Aya NAKAMURA?, Atsuko NARUSE?, Rei NISHIYAMA?, Masao YOSHIDA?, Yuri MOTEGI?, Haruka IIDA?, Chihiro IGA?,
Tomoko OKUBO?, Teruaki KINOSHITA?, Yuki KOSUGI?, Tkue SAITO?, Kumiko TAKAHASHI?, Yukinari TATEISHI?,
Yu TANAKA?, Yukiko TABEI?, Tokuko TSUNODA?, Norihisa MISEKI?, Kimiyo WATANABE?, Kiyomi IKUSHIMA?, Aya
SAIGA?, Jin SUZUKI?, Toyohito TANAKA®?, Akemichi NAGASAWA?, Mari NAKAMURA?, Kyouko HIRAMATU®?, Motoki
HOUJOU?, Takako MORIYASU?, Takatoshi ISHIKAWA®, Tomoko ISHIKAWA®, Minoru EDA?, Mayu OKADA?, Akiko
KUSABUKA?, Yukiko SHINOHARA?, Takayuki SHINKAI?, Yoshiko SOUMURA?, Naoki NAKATSUBO?, Tomoko
HAMAIJIMA?, Toshihisa NOGUCHI?, Hideto ARAI®, Katsumi GOTOU?, Toshifumi YOSHIHARA?, Yutaka HIROSE?
and Kazuhisa YOSHIMURA?
The infectious disease Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by the new coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) spread mainly in Wuhan
City of China from the end of 2019. The first case in Japan was confirmed in the middle of January the following year.The first case in
Tokyo was reported on January 24, and the first positive case at our laboratory was reported on January 25. Shortly afterwards, the
spread of this infectious disease reached pandemic levels which resulted in the placing ofand urban blockades in major cities of most
countries . In Japan, cluster surveillance has been conducted since the beginning of the epidemic as a method to prevent the spread of
SARS-CoV-2 infection. However, the number of infected people increased sharply starting from the end of March, which caused the
government to issue an emergency declaration by early April. In this paper, we report the role of our laboratory, which analyzed 17608

samples from the end of January 2020 to the end of May 2020.
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