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Activities of Tokyo Epidemic Investigation Team (TEIT) against COVID-19 outbreaks (January —June, 2020)

Akiko KUSABUKA? Mayu OKADA® Aika WATANABE?P, Kenji SADAMASU*, and Naoki NAKATSUBO *

Tokyo Epidemic Investigation Team (TEIT) is consisted of doctors and public health nurses belonging to the Tokyo
metropolitan government (TMG). TEIT was dispatched to 25 outbreaks between January and June, 2020, in order to support
public health centers for the management of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreaks in hospitals, clinics, and elderly
care facilities. One of the main reasons of the spread of SARS-CoV-2 in such facilities was the delayed detection of COVID-19
patients, including medical personnel. Eating and drinking events outside of workplace were also responsible for the formation of
outbreaks. Three major objectives of TEIT in COVID-19 outbreak response were as follows: (1) active epidemiological
investigation, (2) advising infection preventive measures including zoning and cohorting, (3) evaluation of facility’s medical
capacity during outbreak. Furthermore, coordination between public health centers and other responsible organizations were also

an important role of TEIT.

Keywords: Tokyo Epidemic Investigation Team, TEIT, Tokyo, COVID-19, Outbreak, Outbreak response
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