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Detection of Pesticide Residues in Imported Agricultural Products in Tokyo

and an Alteration to Testing Portions for International Harmonization
Kenji OTSUKA?

To ensure food safety, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government continuously inspects imported agricultural products in the Tokyo
market, while also providing scientific data to the public. This article describes the scale of the inspection of imported agricultural
products at the Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health; it also introduces a rapid inspection method in response to the “On the
Partial Revision of the Guidelines for the Validation of Testing Methods for Pesticide Residues in Food” notice from the Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan, issued in 2010. In addition, we explain the recent trend of altering the inspection site to ensure
international consistency. We have been investigating pesticide residues in imported agricultural products since 1982, and have
consistently reported these results in our annual reports. At present, each year, approximately 350 samples of imported agricultural
products are tested for about 300 types of pesticides. The introduction of a rapid test method based on the QUEChERS method reduces
the required sample volume by one tenth, the amount of organic solvent to be used by one sixth, and the pre-treatment time by half,
compared to the conventional method. In 2019, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare changed the testing portions to ensure
international harmonization, dictating that seven foods, including melons and kiwi, be divided into two testing portions. After validating
this new testing portions by the rapid test method, we will perform inspections to detect approximately 300 types of pesticides over

each of the two testing portions.

Keywords : pesticide residue, imported agricultural products, positive list system, validation, testing portion, international

harmonization
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