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Case Studies of Food Complaints (April 2018—March 2019)

Tomoya TANAKA?, Keisuke KIMURA?, Kimiko KAN?, and Hisako NAKANO?

This report describes five of 17 cases of food complaints that were field between April 2018 and March 2019. Case 1: A
paper-like substance was found in gyudon. We analyzed the macroscopic and microscopic appearance of the substance and
performed Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy, which suggested it originated from the shaft of a cotton swab. Case 2: We
analyzed sediments found in mineral water through observation of appearance and microscopic analysis and determined the
sediments to be contents of the capsule that the person who found them had taken. Case 3: Insect-like matter was found in minced
pork. Analysis by examination of appearance and microscopic observation, revealed the sample to be a blood vessel. Case 4:
Insect-like substances found in pork were analyzed by observation of appearance, microscopy, and Fourier-transform infrared
spectroscopy, and were found to be animal hair. Case 5: We analyzed a hard black body that was found in chukadon was
identified by observation of appearance, microscopy, X-ray fluorescence analysis, combustibility and solubility analysis, and a

simple chemical test, and found the body to be a chunk of mortar or concrete.

Keywords: food complaints, foreign matter, cotton swab, capsule, blood vessel, hair, mortar, microscope, X-ray fluorescence

analysis, Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy
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