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Historical Overview of Pneumonia Deaths in Japan
Kazuo IKEDA®? and Takatoshi ISHIKAWA?

We analyzed historical data on deaths caused by pneumonia, influenza, and aspiration pneumonia using the Structural Array
Generator (SAGE) developed at the Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health. Using these results, we estimated the numbers of
deaths caused by pneumonia and aspiration pneumonia for the year 2030 in Japan by SAGE.

Deaths caused by pneumonia in 1899 were a total of 43,313 people (23,379 males and 19,934 females), accounting for 4.6% of the
total deaths. Despite the rapid increase of the Spanish flu during the epidemic, the number of deaths caused by pneumonia has
drastically decreased since 1945 with a record of 12,186 males and 10,468 females in 1964. In 2016, the numbers of deaths caused by
pneumonia were 65,636 males and 53,664 females.

By 2030, deaths caused by pneumonia are predicted to decrease to 54,000 males and 42,000 females, whereas those caused by

aspiration pneumonia are predicted to increase to approximately 77,000 males and 52,000 females.

Keywords: pneumonia, influenza, aspiration pneumonia, number of death, trend, generation map, vital statistics

2 Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health,
3-24-1, Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169-0073, Japan
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