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Residue Levels of Dioxins in Fish and Shellfish Caught in Tokyo Bay (April 2016 - March 2017)
Tokuko TSUNODA?, Tomoko OKUBO?, Hiroyuki KONISHI* and Takako MORIYASU*

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government continually monitors the residue levels of dioxins in fish and shellfish caught in Tokyo Bay.
In this report, we summarize the survey results for the year 2016. The fish and shellfish investigated were striped mullet, sea bass,
congers, flounders, asari clams and quahogs. The residue level of dioxins in striped mullet was higher than in 2015. The highest average
residue level was in conger at 3.96 pg-TEQ/g- wet. Conger has the greatest amount of fat, which accumulates dioxins. In the fish, the
concentration of coplanar polychlorinated biphenyls (Co-PCB) accounted for more than about 80% of the residue level of dioxins. In
the shellfish, the percentage of polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins and polychlorinated dibenzofurans were approximately equal to that
of Co-PCB. We started investigating quahogs from 2016, there were no significant differences in the residue levels of dioxins in

quahogs and asari clams. It is necessary to continue to investigate and monitor the concentration of dioxins in fish and shellfish caught
in Tokyo Bay.

Keywords: Dioxins, Tokyo Bay, Striped Mullet, Sea Bass, Conger, Flounder, Asari Clam, Quahog
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