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Historical Overview of Puerperal Fever Deaths in Japan
Kazuo IKEDA® and Kuniko MURAKAMI?

We analyzed historical data on deaths caused by puerperal fever in Japan using the Structural Array Generator (SAGE). In 1899, the
first year when information became available, 1,767 females died of puerperal fever in Japan, following which the number gradually
increased to a maximum of 2,762 in 1914. The number of deaths then started to steadily decrease after 1924, reaching 643 in 1943,
and has continued to decrease since 1947, coming down to 6 deaths in 2014. We consider that the decrease in number of deaths from
puerperal fever before 1943 was due to improvements in education around disinfection methods that were implemented as part of
midwives’ education. One of the missions imposed on the Government is the steady and straightforward implementation of measures
with promised results. Therefore, we should admire the fact that the number of deaths from puerperal fever was reduced by up to one

quarter at a time when antibiotics were not available.
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