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Historical Overview of Meningitis Deaths in Japan

Kazuo IKEDA® and Kuniko MURAKAMI*

We analyzed historical data on deaths caused by meningitis in Japan using the Structural Array Generator (SAGE). Approximately
35,000 deaths from meningitis were recorded in both males and females between 1899 and 1920. The number then peaked in 1923
(37,252 males and 36,237 females), following which it decreased rapidly to 1943 (15,777 males and 14,311 females). This sharp
decline was brought about by: (1) a treatment being prescribed for lead poisoning from the white lead contained in cosmetics, which

caused the majority of meningitis deaths in infants; and (2) the use of white lead in cosmetics being prohibited by law.

Keywords: meningitis, trend, generation map, vital statistics, lead poisoning, white lead, face powder
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