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Historical Aspects and the Future of Homicide in Japan

Kazuo IKEDA®" and Mitsuru ABO?

We analyzed historical data on homicide for Japan using the Structural Array Generator (SAGE) and compared homicide data in the
U.S., some European countries, some Eastern European countries, Russia, and Japan using age-standardized mortality rates.

In 1909, the first year for which information is available, 165 males and 150 females died by homicide in Japan; in 1954, these
numbers were 1,283 males and 649 females; and in 2012, 183 males and 200 females. The mean mortality ratios due to homicide in
Kanagawa, Osaka, and Fukuoka for males and in Miyagi, Kanagawa, Shizuoka, Osaka, and Hyogo for females were high compared
with those of other prefectures.

We compared the age-standardized mortality rates of homicide in Japan, the U.S., Germany, Italy, France, Sweden, the Netherlands,
some Eastern European countries, and Russia. The age-standardized mortality rate in the U.S. greatly surpassed that of the other
countries. The age-standardized mortality rates of homicide increased at a specific time in France (1957-1962) and Italy (1980-1983
and 1988-1992). High age-standardized mortality rates were found in the 1990s, starting from the late 1980s in Russia and the Eastern

European countries, including Latvia.

Keywords: homicide, trend, generation map, age-standardized mortality rate, vital statistics, Japan, U.S., Germany, Italy, France,

Sweden, the Netherlands, Russia, Latvia, the former Eastern European countries
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