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Analytical Results of Formaldehyde in Controlled Household Products in Tokyo
(April 2009 to March 2015)

Hiroko SHIODA?, Yoko KIKUCHTI?, Toshiro YOKOYAMA?, Hiroyuki KOMINE?, Takako MORIYASU?, and Masayuki KURITA?

A survey of household products based on the “Act on the Control of Household Products Containing Harmful Substances” has been
performed annually by certain local government bodies in Japan, with the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare reporting the results.
Although the number of household products that do not conform to the criteria provided under the above Act has been low in recent
times, the number of products detected with formaldehyde has been reported every year.

Analytical results of formaldehyde in controlled household products in Tokyo between April 2009 and March 2015 indicated that only
a sample from a baby’s cap tested in 2009 exceeded the criteria level for formaldehyde. There were many samples in which
formaldehyde was detected at a level lower than the criteria: 30 samples from 585 textile products for babies or infants from 0 to 24
months (3—14 ng/g), 18 samples from 520 textile products not for babies or infants from 0 to 24 months (9-46 pg/g), and 14 samples
from 30 adhesive products (10-25 pg/g). Almost all the results were far below the criteria level. However, values similar to the criteria

level were found for three samples of outer wear for babies.

Keywords: Act on control of household products containing harmful substances, formaldehyde, household products, textile

products, adhesives
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