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Investigation of Four Food Complaints from April 2013 to March 2014

Toshiko SHIMOI?, Nobuo TAGUCHIY*, Kimiko KAN? and Mitsuo OISHI?

We investigated 4 incidents of food complaints received from April 2013 to March 2014. A white substance was found in between the
leaves of cabbage. The substance was analyzed by using infrared spectrophotometer, X-ray fluorescence analysis and was checked for
solubility in dilute hydrochloric acid. Results suggested that the substance was fertilizer. Paper-like substances come out from a mouth
following ingestion of fried meat cakes. The substances were analyzed by using optical microscopy and infrared spectrophotometer.
Results suggested that the substances were cardboard. Vinyl-like substances come out following ingestion of hamburger steak. The
substance was analyzed by using infrared spectrophotometer. Result suggested that the substances were egg whites. Sand-like substance
remained in the mouth following ingestion of ice cream. This substance was analyzed by using optical microscopy and infrared

spectrophotometer. Results suggested that the substance was lactose.

Keywords: food complaints, foreign matter, cabbage, fertilizer, fried meat cake, cardboard, hamburger steak, egg whites, ice cream,

lactose
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