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Historical Aspects and the Future of Malignant Neoplasms and Leukemia in Japan

Kazuo IKEDA? and Yoshiyuki SUGISHITA?

‘We analyzed the historical circumstances of malignant neoplasms and leukemia using the Structural Array Generator (SAGE).

The age range during which 80% of the deaths were caused by malignant neoplasms was 40-70-years-old in 1934-36. Gradually, this
range increased to 60-89-years-old for males and 60-95-years-old for females in 2007-09. The age of death became greater and the
number of deaths from malignant neoplasms increased, though there were no apparent differences by region in 2007-09. The mean
mortality ratio due to malignant neoplasms from Nara in 1936-34 and 1959-61; Osaka in 1934-36, 1986-88, and 2007-09; and Fukuoka
in 1986-88 and 2007-09, was high compared to that of other prefectures.

The age range during which 80% of the deaths were caused by leukemia was 0-50-years-old in 1934-36. Gradually, this range
increased to 54-89-years-old for males and 60-95-years-old for females in 2007-09. In addition, a very high mean mortality ratio due to

leukemia was found for both males and females in the Kyushu and Okinawa regions in 1934-36, 1959-61, and 2007-09.

Keywords: malignant neoplasms, leukemia, regional comparison, mean mortality, mean mortality ratio, Japan, vital statistics
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