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Realities and Challenges of Quality Control in Histopathological Examinations in
Registered Clinical Laboratories:

Investigation by Questionnaire of Pathological Specimen Preparations in 2006-2009

Hisatoshi MIKURIY A?, Hideki HASHIMOTO?, Yukiko SASAKI?, Hisae OHISHI?,
Kanako SATOH® and Kumiko YAGUCHI*

To understand the process of pathological specimen preparation in 2006 — 2009, a questionnaire survey was executed 4 times in
registered clinical laboratories in Tokyo.

Results indicated that many registered clinical laboratories were challenged by problems such as inadequate fixation, inability to
identify biopsy analytes in specimen material from users, misidentification of specimen numbers and corresponding glass slides, and
errors in tissue sectioning. We concluded that quality control systems are necessary not only in registered clinical laboratories but also

for users, such as medical institutions, in order to solve these problems.

Keywords: quality control, registered clinical laboratory, histopathological examination, pathological specimen preparation,

investigation by questionnaire
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