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Fungi from Balaustium murorum (Acarina: Erythraeidae)
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Photo 1. Fungi Emerged from the Mouthpart of the Nymph of B.
murorum on Standard Plate Count Agar (A) and Potato Dextrose
Agar (B). The fungi of A and B were identified as Pithomyces

and Cladosporium respectively.
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Table 2. Fungi from Body Surface and Whole Body of the Adult

B. murorum Collected on the Ground in June 2011.

mite 1o, body surface . whole b.ody
contact part fungi fungi

1 rear dorsal side Mucor Penicillium
2 midle dorsal side Penicillium Curvularia
3 lateral part Rhizopus Rhizopus
4 chelicera Rhizopus Rhizopus
5 rear dorsal side Mucor Mucor
6 rear dorsal side - Cladosporium
7 ventral side Basidiomycota Penicillium
8 midle dorsal side Penicillium Mucor

The mites were contacted with the potato dextrose agar (PDA)
for 1 minute, and removed to another PDA. They were kept in a

25°C incubator.

Table 1. Fungi Emerged from Several Stages of Balaustium murorum on Two Culture Media.

larva nymph
2011/4/13
kerb

SPCA

larva
2011/3/30
gutter cover
SPCA*

genus or division
of fungi and others

2011/4/22
gutter cover
SPCA PDA**

adult
2011/5/16
roof
SPCA  PDA

adult
2011/5/16
gutter cover
SPCA  PDA

nymph
2011/4/25
gutter cover
SPCA  PDA

Alternaria
Aspergillus
Cladosporium
Curvularia
Neurospora
Pithomyces 1 6
Rhizopus 5
Basidiomycota
Deuteromycota 5 3
unknown
Bacteria
no colony 5 1 1

5
1
1
6
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_
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number 9f the 1 9 1
tested mites

11

16 10 9 10 10 10

* at 35 °C on Satndard Plate Count Agar

** at 25 °C on Potato Dextrose Agar
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Fungi from Balaustium murorum (Acarina: Erythraeidae)

Masahiko OHNO?, Fumio KANO? and Hironobu SEKI*

Erythraeid mite, Balaustium murorum, is a nuisance in urban areas of Japan. Fungi from the mite were identified in order to know the
relationship between the mite and fungi. Alternaria, Aspergillus, Cladosporium, Curvularia, Mucor, Neurospora, Penicillium,
Pithomyces and Rhizopus emerged from the mite on two culture media (standard plate count agar (SPCA) and potato-dextrose agar
(PDA)). These fungi are saprophytic and widely distributed in nature. The mite seemed to eat some fungi because of the fungi growing

near its mouthpart on the media. The close relationship between the mite and special fungi were not observed.
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?  Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health
3-24-1, Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169-0073, Japan





