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Measles Epidemic in Tokyo (2011)

Michiya HASEGAWA?, Yukiko TABEI?, Terue OKAZAKI?, Hiroko HOSOYA?, Noriko IWASAKI?,
Konomi KANNO?, Mari AKIYAMA?, Yukinao HAYASHI® and Akemi KAT*

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government has conducted measles surveillance and specimen collection from patients clinically diagnosed
with measles since November 2010. All specimens were assayed to detect measles virus by genetic amplification. In 2010, only 1 case
was positive for measles virus, and the strain was vaccine-derived. However, in late January 2011, the genotypes of detected strains
from 2 cases had never been reported in Tokyo, so these were probably cases outside Tokyo. Reports of measles cases based on clinical
diagnosis peaked in April, and the epidemic continued until the end of May. We report the results of genetic analyses and

epidemiological studies of measles virus detected in Tokyo in 2011.

Keywords: measles, genotype, D4, D8, D9, imported infections, molecular epidemiology, epidemic, 2011
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