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Some Practical Problems of Chlorate Analysis Recognized by External Quality

Control Program on Drinking Water Examination

Hiroyuki KONISHI", Hiroshi TOCHIMOTO", Toshinari SUZUKI", Satoko FUJIE®,
Yuki KOSUGI", Mitsugu HOSAKA" and Dai NAKAE®

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government conducts an external quality control program for drinking water examination laboratories.
We selected chlorate ion and total organic carbon (TOC) in 2009. The results indicated that 8 of 39 laboratories (20.5%) performed
the analysis with poor accuracy when measuring chlorate ion levels. In 6 cases, chlorate ion and other ion measurements were
unsatisfactorily separated on chromatographs. These laboratories completely possess necessary documents to maintain reliability.
However, it was clear that immature techniques and insufficient effort were employed for information collection. Therefore, it is
important to continue the external quality control program to understand the state of analytical techniques in participants of this

project and to provide the informative guidance to laboratories.
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