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Precise Analysis of Accidental Deaths in Japan
Kazuo IKEDA", Yoko NADAOKA" and Nobuyuki KAMIYA”

We precisely analyzed causes of accidental death using the Structural Array Generator.

In 1950, the leading causes of accidental death in Japan were as follows: drowning, falls, motor vehicle accidents, railway
accidents, struck accidentally by falling objects, and suffocation. The number of deaths from drowning decreased to 66% of the
total and deaths from railway accidents decreased to 5% of the total between 1950 and 2008. However, deaths due to suffocation
increased 4.5 times and those die to falls increased 2.3 times during this period.

Age-adjusted death rates of suffocation and drowning in Japan are significantly higher than those of Western European countries.
Measures to reduce accidental deaths from suffocation and drowning should be targeted to the elderly because death rates these
rates are higher in elderly persons than in younger persons. Falls and drowning can be reduced by changing the structure and
function of bathtubs and buildings. Some communities have begun efforts to prevent aspiration of factors for accidental

suffocation. This is important to properly evaluate and reflect on outcome.

Keywords: accidental death, suffocation, accidental drowning and submersion, aspiration, Japan, Structural Array Generator,

age-adjusted death rates, generation map, mean mortality ratio

Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Public Health
3-24-1, Hyakunin-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169-0073 Japan





