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Inhibitory Effects of a Waterproof Paint on the Erythraeid Mite Balaustium murorum
Hironobu SEKI", Kiyoshi HANAOKA®, Fumio KANO" and Masahiko OHNO®

The erythraeid mite, Balaustium murorum, is a nuisance in Tokyo urban areas because of its mass emergence. However, few
mites were found on waterproof-painted roofs of buildings. We researched the inhibitory effects of a waterproof urethane paint
on the mite. The number of the wandering mites on painted sheets of galvanized steel was less than untreated sheets significantly.
No dead and convulsed mites were found after exposing them to the painted surface for 24 hours. We painted a roof where many
mites had previously been observed. A few mites were collected 1 year after painting. Waterproof paint is a useful method for

controlling the mites.
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