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Evaluation of Commercial Diagnostic Kits for Anti-syphilis Antibodies
Hiroki TAKANO”, Iku ISE”, Nobuko SHIMADA, Kenji SADAMASU” and Akemi KAI"

Serological syphilis testing is performed by a combination assay termed the serological test for syphilis method (STS) using lipid
antigens and Treponema pallidum (TP) antigen. However, the manufacture of the slide test antigen reagent needed for one of the STS
methods was stopped in December 2009. We evaluated 2 commercial test kits (A, B) as alternatives to the slide test antigen method.
Kit A had lower sensitivity than the slide test antigen method. High sample titer caused difficulty in visualization of the agglutination
picture and detection zone phenomenon.

However, kit B had sufficiently high sensitivity and did not show the zone phenomenon.

In conclusion, kit B is a suitable alternative to the syphilis combination assay and can provide equivalent test results to the slide test

antigen method.
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