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Insects and Other Macroinvertebrates as Foreign Substances in Foods (Apr. 2006 — Mar. 2009)
Masahiko OHNO", Kiyoshi HANAOKA", Masashi KAYASHIMA, Keisuke KIMURA" and Kumiko YAGUCHI"

Insects and other macroinvertebrates were identified as foreign substances in response to 92 food complaints received
between April 2006 and March 2009. The food complaints by insects and macroinvertebrates were found to occur all year
round. The complained food samples were prepared foods, processed agricultural products and confections including snack
foods, predominantly. China was mostly related to the complained foods made in foreign countries. Lepidoptera, Coleoptera,
Diptera, Hymenoptera and Dictyoptera (Blattaria) accounted for approximately 80 % of the total foreign substances.
Accidental mixing of non-food-insects in foods accounted for a relatively large proportion (approximately 30%) of the
complaints. Indian meal moth (Plodia interpunctella) was the most frequently seen in the complained foods, followed by
cigarette beetle (Lasioderma serricorne) and tree slug (Limax marginatus). The foreign substances with 0.5-1.0 cm length
were the most frequent in total samples. Katalase tests showed that living insects and other macroinvertebrates were

frequently mixed in foods during cooking, eating and drinking.
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