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Viral Investigation of Influenza Epidemics in Tokyo
(2008/2009 season)

Sachiko HARADA", Takayuki SHINKAI", Mami NAGASHIMA", Isao YOSHIDA", Kazue OGATA”,
Mitsugu HOSAKA™ and Akemi KAI"

We performed genetic analysis and virus isolation on 287clinical samples that had been collected by the surveillance system in Tokyo
during the 2008/2009 season. Genetic examination by multiplex RT-PCR detected 108 influenza virus type A subtype H1, 57 type A
subtype H3, and 59 type B. The corresponding numbers of these influenza viruses detected by a cell culture method were 38, 20, and 43.
On the basis of the results of a genealogical tree analysis and an HI test, we discuss the similarity between vaccine virus strains and the

virus strains isolated during the 2008/2009 season.

Keywords: sentinel for infectious agent surveillance, influenza virus, genetic analysis, virus isolation test
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